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Durins the last two wscks of February 1948, the Centril Cormittes of
the Corrmnist Party of Austria bemn to issue pistols - alleqedly

Yalther pistols « to Farty officials. Distribution is not determined
by the rank of the individusl in thn FParty, tui is based upon a Party
evaluation of his reliability. AL the prasont time, it arpears tiab

all reliable Corrunist officials in Vienna down to the lewsl of Zollene
leiter (c21l lsedars) have boen so armed
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